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Volume 56 December 19, 2021 No. 51 
 

The Sunday 
Before Christmas 

Tone 5  
Hebrews 11:9-10,17-23,32-40.  

Matthew 1:1-25 

CHURCH SERVICES 
SATURDAY DIVINE LITURGY 
6:30 pm  -rosary 
7:00 pm  – attended; bilingual  
SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGIES: 
Rosary said half hour before each liturgy 
9:00 am  – attended, bilingual  
11:00 am  – livestreamed; bilingual 
7:00 pm  – attended; bilingual  
WEEKDAY DIVINE LITURGIES: 
7:00 am  – registration at the door 

LITURGY LIVESTREAMING: 
https://tinyurl.com/stbasilchannel 

BASILIAN FATHERS SERVING THE PARISH: 
Fr. Thomas Kobak, OSBM 
 Pastor 
Fr. Serafym Grygoruk, OSBM 
 Superior & Assistant Pastor 
Fr. Mark Zazula, OSBM 
 Vicar & Assistant 
Fr. Yosafat Khaimyk, OSBM 

Assistant 
Bro. Dmytro Borovets, OSBM 

BASILIANS AT YOUVILLE HOME: 
Fr. Boniface Malowany, OSBM 

CONFESSIONS:  
Available at a weekend Divine Liturgy  
or by appointment during the week 

MARRIAGES:  
By appointment, at least 6 months in 
advance.  

BAPTISMS & FUNERALS:  
Please contact the parish office to make 
arrangements with a priest 

ST. BASIL’S CULTURAL CENTRE:  
Phone: 780-434-4288 
Website: www.sbccedmonton.ca  
email: info@sbccedmonton.ca  

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE:  
Phone: 780-435-4441 
Sr. Zoe Bernatsky, SSMI 
Sr. Veronica Bartkiw, SSMI 

BASILIAN HOUSE OF STUDIES: 
Administration: 780-434-8010 

CAMP ST. BASIL: 
Summer Camp Email: 
campsaintbasils@gmail.com 
General Email: campstbasil@shaw.ca  

“CELO VESNIVKA”  Phone:  
    780-436-2745 



Church Services and Meetings this week 
 

Sunday, December 19: OFFICE IS CLOSED 
Before Christmas 

Rosary half an hour before each Divine Liturgy 
9 am –  Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) 
11 am - Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) Livestreamed 
7 pm - Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) 

Monday, December 20:  
7 am - Divine Liturgy; 7:45 am – Matins 

Tuesday, December 21: 
7 am - Divine Liturgy; 7:45 am – Matins  

Wednesday, December 22: 
7 am - Divine Liturgy;  7:45 am – Matins 

Thursday, December 23: 
7 am - Divine Liturgy; 7:45 am – Matins 

Friday, December 24:               OFFICE CLOSED AT 12 NOON 
7 am - Divine Liturgy  7:45 am – Matins 
8 pm - Divine Liturgy  
10:15 pm – Great Compline & Divine Liturgy Livestreamed 

Saturday, December 25: OFFICE IS CLOSED 
10 am - Divine Liturgy 
6 pm – Vespers   
7 pm - Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) 

Sunday, December 26: OFFICE IS CLOSED  
After Christmas 

Rosary half an hour before each Divine Liturgy  
9 am – Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) 
11 am - Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) Livestreamed 
7 pm - Divine Liturgy (Eng./Ukr.) 

 
Sunday Collection baskets will again be placed at the exits. 
Chapel is open for adoration Mon.-Fri. 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
*Friday 9:00 am Divine Liturgies will take place in church. 
 
Please have announcements for the bulletin submitted 
by noon on Wednesday. 



Divine Liturgy for Sunday, December 19, 2021: 
The Sunday Before Christmas 

https://youtu.be/FlZA2bKGSoQ  
Troparia and Kontakia 
Troparion, Tone 5:    
Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word,* co-eternal with the 
Father and the Spirit,* and born of the Virgin for our salvation.* For He 
willed to be lifted up on the cross in the flesh, to suffer death* and to raise 
the dead by His glorious resurrection. 
Troparion, Tone 2: 
Great are the achievements of faith!* In the fountain of flames, the three 
holy youths rejoiced as by the water of rest,* and the prophet Daniel was 
revealed shepherding lions like sheep.* Through their intercession, O 
Christ God,* save our souls. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
Kontakion, Tone 6: 
Armed by the Being that defies description* You defied the man-made idol, 
O thrice blessed youth.* In the midst of the unbearable flames you stood 
and cried out to God:* “In Your mercy, O gracious One, hasten and come 
to our aid,”* for You can do whatever You will. 
Prokeimenon, Tone 4 
Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers,* and praised and glorified is Your 
Name forever. 
verse: For You are righteous in everything that You have done to us. (Daniel 
3:26,27) 
Epistle:  Hebrews 11:9-10,17-23,32-40 
A reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews. 
Brothers and Sisters, by faith Abraham stayed for a time in the land he had 
been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, 
who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to 
the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had 
received the promises was ready to offer up his only son, of whom he had 
been told, “It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.” 
He considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from the 
dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By faith Isaac 
invoked blessings for the future on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when 
dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, “bowing in worship over the top 
of his staff.” By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the 
exodus of the Israelites and gave instructions about his burial. 



By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth, 
because they saw that the child was beautiful; and they were not afraid of 
the king’s edict. 
And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut 
the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies 
to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others 
suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They 
were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; 
they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, 
tormented— of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts 
and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they 
would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
Alleluia, Tone 4 
verse: O God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have told us 
the work You did in their days. 
verse: You saved us from our oppressors and put to shame those who hate 
us. (Psalm 43:2,8) 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 1:1-25 
An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham. 
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob 
the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and 
Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of 
Aram, and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz 
by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of 
Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David. 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon 
the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah 
the father of Asaph, and Asaphthe father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat 
the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father 
of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, 
and Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his 
brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, 
and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, 



and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor 
the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father 
of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, 
and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the 
husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. 
So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; 
and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and 
from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 
but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 
Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest (Psalm 148:1). 
* Rejoice in the Lord, O you just;* praise befits the righteous (Psalm 32:1).* 
Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. 
Act Of Spiritual Communion 
I believe, O Lord, and confess that You are truly Christ, the Son of the 
living God, Who came into the world to save sinners of whom I am first. 
Although I cannot now be a partaker of Your mystical supper, O Son of 
God, come at least spiritually into my heart by your Divine Grace for the 
healing of my soul and body.  I will not tell the mystery to Your enemies, 
nor will I give You a kiss as did Judas, but like the thief I confess to You: 
† Remember me, O Lord, when you come into your kingdom.   
† Remember me, O Master, when you come into your kingdom. 
† Remember me, O Holy One, when you come into your kingdom. 
I also believe, O Lord, and profess, that this, which I would receive, and 
which is now here present with us in Mystery, is truly Your most precious 
Body, and Your life-giving Blood. May I one day partake of Your mystical 
supper again for the remission of all my sins and for life everlasting. 
† God, be merciful to me a sinner. 
† God, cleanse me of sins and have mercy on me. 
† I have sinned without number, forgive me, O Lord. 



Prayer To St. Michael The Archangel 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and 
do thou,  O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell 
Satan and all evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the ruin of 
souls. Amen. 
Prayer To St. Joseph (By Pope Leo Xii) 
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having implored the 
help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. 
Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God 
and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we 
humbly beg you to graciously regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has 
purchased by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our 
necessities. 
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of Jesus 
Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and 
corrupting influence; O most mighty protector, be kind to us, and from heaven 
assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness. As once you rescued the 
Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God's Holy Church from the snares 
of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant 
protection, so that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to 
live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.  Amen 
Papal Prayer Intention for December 2021 – For Catechists 
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may 
they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Prolife Prayer Intention for December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent  
We pray that all who are pregnant and afraid may welcome the life within them 
and draw strength from the Angel Gabriel's words to Mary, "Do not fear." 
Message From Mary Medjugorje:  November 25, 2021 
“Dear children, Also today Jesus is here beside you, even when you think that you 
are alone and that light does not exist in your life. He is here and has never left 
you or distanced Himself from you. The light of His birth illuminates this world 
and your life. His Heart is always open towards you, to receive your every pain, 
every trial, fear and need. His arms are extended towards you, that as a father, 
He may embrace you and tell you how important you are for Him, how much He 
loves you and cares for His children. Children, is your heart open towards Jesus? 
Have you completely surrendered your life into His hands? Have you accepted 
Jesus as your father, to whom you can always turn and in Him find consolation 
and everything you need to live true faith? That is why, my children, surrender 
your hearts to Jesus and permit Him to begin to rule your lives, because only in 
this way, will you accept the present and be able to face the world in which you 
live today. With Jesus, every fear, suffering and pain disappear, because your 
heart accepts His will and everything that comes into your life. Jesus will give you 
the faith to accept everything and nothing will distance you from Him -- because 
He firmly holds you by the hand and does not permit for you to distance and lose 
yourselves in difficult moments -- because He has become the Lord of your life. 
I bless you with my motherly blessing." 
 



First Communion Classes 
St. Basil will be having First Solemn Communion classes for children in grade 2 
and older. If you are interested in having your child participate, please contact 
the parish office. Lessons will begin in person on Sunday January 16 at 12:30pm 
following the 11am Divine Liturgy.  
 
Church Volunteers –  
We are ever grateful for our parishioners that time after time have contributed 
to the mission of our parish.  “Thank You”! 
Remember the sick, the lonely, and the elderly in your prayers, and try to 
visit them:  
Annie, Teresa Bayrock; Joseph Bayduza; LB; Val Boyko; John Chichak; 
Patricia Chichak; Diane Konowalec; Elsie Huk; Irene; Lass Karall; Zena Pshyk; 
Katelyn (8 yrs. old); Joyce Krasilchuk; Alex Nay; Olga Solar; Adeline Ostry; 
Raymond Krevenchuck; Sylvia Lozinsky; Paul Lucyk;  Max (youth); 
Natalia (5 yrs. old); Alex Nay; Ronald P.; Rose Pesklewis; Barbara Najanovic; 
Helen Pasemko; Elizabeth Sawchuk; Sharon Sheptak; Larry Skubleny; 
Josie Stechynsky; Mike Melnyk; Peter & Sylvia Syvenky; Dean Tomasic; 
Ernie Wicentowich; Gloria Yasayko; Louise Zurawell; Gerald Ozubko; 
Kathleen Zapisocki; Ella Whittingham (Сabaka); Patricia; Oksana Antonyk; 
Grace Subchuk; Bishop Stephen Chmilar; Linda Llewellyn; those afflicted from 
COVID-19; our Canadian Peace Keepers; and those confined to their hospital 
beds or their homes.  
Please call or email the Parish Office to submit or remove a name. 
 
Bible Study Classes – 
Bible Study online is held on Thursdays, at 1:00 PM. The class started October 
21, 2021 and usually goes for an hour.  Any changes in time and dates will be 
announced in the class. If you are interested in participating, please contact 
Fr. Serafym at the Parish office:  
780-434-8010 or email: st.basils@shaw.ca 
 
Sale of Christmas Cards 
We have a few boxes of bilingual Christmas cards for sales at the office.  We 
have two different sets, each box consists of a pack of 16 cards of four 
different pictures.  Cost per box is $20 or individual cards at $1.25 per card. 
 
St. Philip's Fast - Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Reading 
St. Basils Parish will be lighting the St. Philip's Fast wreath at the beginning of 
each weekend liturgy starting November 13 and ending on Christmas; this will 
also include a short reading.  Any parishioners (singles, couples, or families) 
interested in partaking in this activity please contact Ken Stelmach at 780-
266-1413 or kenstelmach@hotmail.com.  
  



E-Transfer Donations –  
St. Basil Parish can accept donations through your online banking!  
The email address to send funds is: 
 donationstbasilchurch@gmail.com 
Please use this method for Parish donation purposes only not for payments to 
the Basilian Fathers. 
Payments to the Basilian Fathers for liturgy stipends, certificates, books and 
donations can be made by cash or cheque only please.  Make cheques payable 
to Basilian Fathers. 
Please note: Any Parish or Basilian Fathers donations for 2021 will need 
to be received before the end of December. Donations received in January 
cannot be applied to 2021.  We can be reached at 780-434-8010 or by email; 
st.basils@shaw.ca.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Studies in Eastern Christian Traditions 
Interested in learning more about God, your faith, and the Church?  Sign 
up for an online course (or two or three) or even work towards a 
Certificate in Eastern Christian Traditions at Newman Theological 
College(Edmonton).   

The course offerings include Scripture, Eastern Christianity 
Theology I and II, Eastern Catholic Worship and Spirituality, the Holy 
Mysteries (Sacraments), and Praying with Icons.   

Each course consists of 10 online sessions, spanning 5 weeks, 
requiring some 4 hours of work per week (2 hours per lesson).  No 
exams.  Cost of registration per course $85.00 plus the cost of books.   

To register and for more information, visit Newman.edu/CCS,  
or contact Bernie Mandrusiak education@eeparchy.com  
or Andrea Leader admin@eeparchy.com or call the Pastoral Centre (780) 
424-5496.  

Year I: Certificate in Eastern Christian Traditions I (EASI)    
CCS-047 The Theology of Eastern Christianity Part II (mid-January-
mid-February) (The Orthodox Way, K. Ware) – Rev. Stephen 
Wojcichowsky  
CCS-048 Worship and Spirituality of Eastern Catholic Churches 
(mid-February-mid-March,) (The Face of God, Joseph Raya) – 
Andrea Leader  
CCS-050 The Holy Mysteries: An Introduction (April) (Inexhaustible 
Delights: God with us Series) – Rev. Danylo Kuc  
CCS-049 Praying with Icons (mid-May-mid-June) (Icons in the 
Church) – Rev. Bohdan Nahachewsky 

 
 



 Clothing Drive for the Homeless  
  

Fr. Hannas Council Knights of Columbus Council   

  in  support  of the Homeless  Adult Men and Women  

New items  such as mittens, toques, socks, 

 and undergarments   are acceptable   

Please leave them in  the  

Church Donation Box     

until January 31.   

Many thanks for your generous support… 

God Bless 

 
 
 
Knights of Columbus Fr. Hannas Council 10519 extends A BIG THANK 
YOU for your generous donations for the recently held Children Mitten 
Drive.  It was a huge success.   The mittens, toques and socks were 
delivered to two schools - St. Gerard Catholic Elementary School and St. 
Pius X Catholic Elementary School.   The children were very welcoming 
and very pleased to receive the mittens toques, socks and coats.  The 
coats were purchased thru the “Coats for Kids” Knights of Columbus 
project by Bishop David, who also attended the St. Gerard School 
presentation.  God Bless. 

 
 
  



Renovation Funding Appeal 
As has been mentioned at the past two AGMs, the church needs significant 
repairs.  Some initial estimates have been obtained, but these need to be 
confirmed by going out to bid.  Information sessions to discuss the required 
work will be scheduled. 

1. Structural Repairs - Priority Initial estimate:      $600,000 - 
$800,000 

a. Repair roof ties to vertical columns  
i. North and South Columns 
ii. East and West Columns  

These are covered by the roof membrane. Perform with roof repair. 
b. Install or repair mezzanine ties to exterior walls 
c. Repair or reinforce horizontal beam connections to exterior vertical 

columns 
d. Repair the cracks in the exterior walls 
e. Contingency allowance 

 
2. Roof Replacement -    Estimates from industry consultant.  

Tender required.            
a. Total replacement estimate:            $500,000 

or 
b. Essential membrane repairs only:  $ 25,000  -   $ 40,000 

Note: Such repairs might have a 2-3 year lifetime. 
 

3. Heating System    Initial Bids:          $800,000 – 
$1,200,000 

Serves both Church and Residence.  Proportional split between 
Parish and Basilian Order. 

a. Boilers and Pumps replacement.  These are purchased. 
b. Air handlers and Fans replacement 
c. Contingency 

   
4. Interior Restoration and Other                    No estimate. 

a. Plumbing sewer line repairs 
b. Void filling and Floor leveling 
c. Interior wall crack repairs 
d. Pews refinishing 
e. Security Cameras 

We ask that you please prayerfully consider contributing to the Church 
Renovation Fund. 
 
 

 
  



St. Basil’s  UCWLC Fall Bake Workshops and Sale 
The Bazaar Committee thanks all the volunteers for coming out to our 2 
day workshops on December 7th and 8th making pampushky, perishke 
and doughnuts.  Very successful workshops and the sale went well. Many 
compliments were received for our delicious goods.  God Bless our 
faithful volunteers. 
May the blessings of Christmas bring peace to your hearts and joy to 
your celebrations with family and friends. 
Steffie, Chair Bazaar Committee 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Christmas
2021 (QQF�/GPW�

3D\PHQWV�DFFHSWHG���
&DVK��&KHTXH��RU�&UHGLW�&DUG��9,6$�RU�0&�RQO\��

%HHWV�	�+RUVHUDGish��........................���....2��PO����������PO ����

.KU\VW\N\�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������................����7.50 per dozen

Nalesnyky....................................................................................................................$15 per dozen

3DPSXVKN\��DSULFRW, poppyseed, prune���������������������������������������........������.�........�����SHU�GR]HQ 
3HULVKNH����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������.................������������������SHU�GR]HQ 
3HURJLHV��SRWDWR�	�FKHGGDU, potato & cottage cheese���....$15 for 2 dozen/$35 for 5 dozen

Pies 9" (Apple, Blueberry, Cherry).........................................................................................$10 each

WLGLQRZVNL
V 6DXVDJH�����������������������������������������������..............Garlic ���, Ham $15�SHU�ULng

%RUVFKW�������������������������������������������������������..�������...���.....�....�..�����SHU�OLWUH

Butter Tarts.................................................................................................................$15 per dozen
Cabbage Rolls (sweet)......................................................$15 for 2 dozen/$35 for 5 dozen
Christmas Baking Platter (Large 20-25 pieces, Small 10-15 pieces).............$55(L), $30(Sm)

Bundt Cake (Lemon Poppyseed or Honey)������������������........�������..................................................$15

To place an order/inquire call 780.434.4288 

     21
11 00   00 

Kutia (with or without poppyseed)................................................................................$10 per litre

Christmas Cookie Platter (3 dozen)�����..............���������........�������...............................................$20

Scuffles.................................................................................................................$18 per 2.5 dozen
Studenetz (9"x5" pan).....................................................................................................................$20

Wednesday to Saturday 11 00 A  - 00 P

Perogies and Cabbage Rolls are first come first ser e 


