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Sunday of  
St. John Climacus 

Fourth Sunday of the 
Great Fast 

Hebrews 6: 13-20 

Mark 9:17-31 

Tone 8 

CHURCH SERVICES 
SATURDAY DIVINE LITURGY 
7:00 pm  – attended; bilingual  
SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGIES: 
9:00 am  – attended, bilingual  
11:00 am  – livestreamed & attended 
7:00 pm  – attended; bilingual  
WEEKDAY DIVINE LITURGIES: 
7:00 am  – registration at the door 

REGISTER TO ATTEND: 
https://tinyurl.com/RegisterMarch2021 
   or call/email the parish office 

LITURGY LIVESTREAMING: 
https://tinyurl.com/stbasilchannel 

BASILIAN FATHERS SERVING THE PARISH: 
Fr. Thomas Kobak, OSBM 
 Acting Pastor 
Fr. Serafym Grygoruk, OSBM 
 Superior & Assistant Pastor 
Fr. Mark Zazula, OSBM 
 Vicar & Assistant 
Bro. Dmytro Borovets, OSBM 

BASILIANS AT YOUVILLE HOME: 
Fr. Boniface Malowany, OSBM 

CONFESSIONS:  
Available at a weekend Divine Liturgy  
or by appointment during the week 

MARRIAGES:  
By appointment, at least 6 months in 
advance.  

BAPTISMS & FUNERALS:  
Please contact the parish office to make 
arrangements with a priest 

ST. BASIL’S CULTURAL CENTRE:  
Phone: 780-434-4288 
Website: www.sbccedmonton.ca 
email: info@sbccedmonton.ca 

SISTERS SERVANTS OF MARY IMMACULATE:  
Phone: 780-435-4441 
Sr. Zoe Bernatsky, SSMI 
Sr. Veronica Bartkiw, SSMI 

BASILIAN HOUSE OF STUDIES: 
Administration: 780-434-8010 

CAMP ST. BASIL: 
email: campstbasil@shaw.ca 

“CELO VESNIVKA” 
Phone: 780-436-2745 



Divine Liturgy for Sunday, March 14, 2021: 
https://youtu.be/dNixSOTkvA8 

Troparia and Kontakia 
Troparion, Tone 8: You came down from on high, O Merciful One,* and 

accepted three days of burial* to free us from our sufferings.* O Lord, our 
life and our resurrection,* glory be to You. 

Troparion, Tone 1: O John, our God-bearing father,* you were shown to be a 
citizen of the desert,* an angel in bodily form,* and a worker of miracles.* 
Through fasting, prayers and vigils you received heavenly gifts* to heal the 
sick and the souls of those who, in faith, run to you.* Glory to Him who 
gives you strength.* Glory to Him who crowned you.* Glory to Him who 
works healing for all through you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Now and for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Kontakion, Tone 4: On the heights of true abstinence,* the Lord established 
you as a reliable star,* giving light for guidance to the ends of the earth,* 
O father John, our teacher. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 8 
Pray and give thanks to the Lord our God. 

verse: In Judea God is known; His name is great in Israel.  
Pray and give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Epistle 
A reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews (6:13-20) 

Brethren: When God made his promise to Abraham, he swore by himself, 
having no one greater to swear by, and said, "I will indeed bless you, and 
multiply you." And so, after patient waiting, Abraham obtained what God had 
promised. Men swear by someone greater than themselves; an oath gives 
firmness to a promise and puts an end to all argument. God, wishing to give 
the heirs of his promise even clearer evidence that his purpose would not 
change, guaranteed it by oath, so that, by two things that are unchangeable, 
in which he could not lie, we who have taken refuge in him might be strongly 
encouraged to seize the hope which is placed before us. Like a sure and firm 
anchor, that hope extends beyond the veil through which Jesus, our 
forerunner, has entered on our behalf, being made high priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek. 
Alleluia, Tone 8 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
verse: Come, let us rejoice in the Lord; let us acclaim God our Saviour. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
verse: Let us come before His countenance with praise and acclaim Him 

with psalms. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
verse: They who are planted in the hose of the Lord shall flourish in the 

courts of our God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
 

  



Gospel: Mark 9:17-31 
At that time, someone from the crowd came to Jesus, bowed before 

him, and said, “Teacher, I brought you my son; he has a spirit that makes 
him unable to speak; and whenever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he 
foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to 
cast it out, but they could not do so.” He answered them, “You faithless 
generation, how much longer must I be among you? How much longer must I 
put up with you? Bring him to me.” And they brought the boy to him. When 
the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the 
ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the father, “How 
long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. It has 
often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if you are 
able to do anything, have pity on us and help us.” Jesus said to him, “If you 
are able!—All things can be done for the one who believes.” Immediately the 
father of the child cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” When Jesus saw 
that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to 
it, “You spirit that keeps this boy from speaking and hearing, I command 
you, come out of him, and never enter him again!” After crying out and 
convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that 
most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 
him up, and he was able to stand. When he had entered the house, his 
disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” He said to 
them, “This kind can come out only through prayer.” 

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The 
Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and 
three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 
Hymn to the Mother of God 
In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices: the angelic ranks and all the 
human race. Sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, virgins’ pride and 
boast, from whom God is made flesh and became a little Child; and He who is 
our God before all ages, He made your womb a throne, and He made it wider 
that all the heavens. In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices. Glory be to 
you. 
Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the 
highest. The just man shall be in everlasting remembrance;* of evil hearsay 
he shall have no fear.* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. 

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against 

the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell 
Satan and all evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the ruin of 
souls. Amen. 
  



ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
I believe, O Lord, and confess that You are truly Christ, the Son of 

the living God, Who came into the world to save sinners of 
whom I am first.  

Although I cannot now be a partaker of Your mystical supper, O 
Son of God, come at least spiritually into my heart by your 
Divine Grace for the healing of my soul and body.  

I will not tell the mystery to Your enemies, nor will I give You a 
kiss as did Judas, but like the thief I confess to You:  

† Remember me, O Lord, when you come into your kingdom.  
† Remember me, O Master, when you come into your kingdom.  
† Remember me, O Holy One, when you come into your kingdom.  
I also believe, O Lord, and profess, that this, which I would receive 

and which is now here present with us in Mystery, is truly Your 
most precious Body, and Your life-giving Blood. May I one day 
partake of Your mystical supper again for the remission of all 
my sins and for life everlasting.  

†  God, be merciful to me a sinner.  
†  God, cleanse me of sins and have mercy on me.  
†  I have sinned without number, forgive me, O Lord. 

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH (BY POPE LEO XII) 
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having 

implored the help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your 
patronage also. Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate 
Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal love with which you embraced 
the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you to graciously regard the inheritance 
which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with your power and 
strength to aid us in our necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children 
of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of 
error and corrupting influence; O most mighty protector, be kind to us, and 
from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect 
God's Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; 
shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by 
your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, 
and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 
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Parish Annual General Meeting 
The Parish AGM will be held today, March 14 at 2:30pm.  
Parishioners, please check your email inbox for the link to access 

the meeting. This email was sent yesterday, March 13 at 7pm 
with the subject line “St. Basil AGM Access”. We appreciate your 
continued patience as we travel through this pandemic. 



Covid 19 Restrictions – Masks are mandatory. Please follow the 
guidance of our volunteers and do not gather outside the church 
after the Divine Liturgy. Thank you for your cooperation in 
keeping your fellow parishioners safe! 

Church Volunteers – We are ever grateful for our parishioners 
that time after time have contributed to the mission of our 
parish. Whether from the ‘Return-to-Church Team’, the 
Cultural Centre, or one of our parish organizations, THANK YOU! 

Papal prayer intention for March 2021 – Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of reconciliation 
with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God. 

Remember the sick, the lonely, and the elderly in your prayers, 
and try to visit them: Annie, Teresa Bayrock; Joseph Bayduza; 
LB; Rachel Bernardi; Val Boyko; John Chichak; Patricia Chichak; 
Tillie Chichak; Fr. Thomas Kobak, OSBM; Diane Konowalec; 
Helen Filipowich; Elsie Huk; Lass &  Ted Karall; 
Katelyn (8 yrs. old); Nettie Kowal; Joyce Krasilchuk; 
Raymond Krevenchuck; Sylvia Lozinsky; Paul Lucyk; 
Natalia (5 yrs. old); Alex Nay; Barbara Najanovic; Ronald P.; 
Patricia; Helen Pasemko; Rose Pesklewis; Zena Pshyk; 
Larry Skubleny; Josie Stechynsky; Dean Tomasic; 
Peter & Sylvia Syvenky; Ernie Wicentowich; Maryanne Yacyshyn; 
Gloria Yasayko; Louise Zurawell; Bishop Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM; 
those afflicted from COVID-19; our Canadian Peace Keepers; 
and those confined to their hospital beds or their homes. 
Please call or email the Parish Office to submit, resubmit, or 
remove a name.  

Our parish community extends our condolences to the family of 
†Harold Brigidear who passed away recently.  
A Divine Liturgy for †Harold will be held on Monday, March 15 
at 10am. Attendance is restricted, but this service will be available 
online from Park Memorial at https://youtu.be/cGplCHTnFPA 

Repairs around Church – repair work has begun on the south-
side walkway outside the church. The space is safely cordoned 
off, but please exercise caution if you are walking by. 

Upcoming Pyrohy/Holubtsi Workbees 
Potato Peeling Volunteers: March 17 

Next Pyrohy Workbee: March 18 
 



Annual Knights of Columbus – Canadian Wheelchair Annual 
Foundation Report - Our fundraising efforts marches on and 
we continue to raise funds to support vulnerable people with 
handicaps. Thank you to our parish, Bishop David Motiuk 
Catholic School and the Knights of our council for your ongoing 
support. Since our council began the K of C-Canadian 
Wheelchair Foundation partnership we have contributed $5,945. 
In March, we reached a total of 740,000 tabs.  Our goal is to 
reach 1,000,000 tabs. The donation bin is located in the church 
vestibule by the Knights of Columbus Bulletin board. 
An informational video specifically on what we collect can be 
found on You Tube.  Search for “Community Director 10519”. 
https://tiny.cc/scrap4knights 

Growing in Grace 
Lenten Webinar Series Presented by the Eparchy of Edmonton 

    The journey through the Great Fast is one of discovery. 
Discovery of the image of God, within ourselves and others. 
Discovery of God’s infinite love for us on the cross and discovery 
of the gift of grace that can lead us from darkness into the light of 
spring.  
    We are the soil. We work to care for the soil of our hearts so 
that we may produce fruit for His Kingdom. Join us as we explore 
the wisdom of the Fathers and Mothers of the Eastern Church to 
discover the treasure within our hearts. We prepare the soil, we 
sow the seeds and we bear the fruit. 
    Final Session: March 18, NO COST  
    March 18 – Bearing Fruit. The fruit of all this is love. Our 
interior work must be reflected in our actions towards others and 
all of God’s creation. We turn to God in repentance, we fast, we 
receive the body of Christ. Our spiritual work feeds our ability to 
bear the fruit of love.   
    Presenter: Sr. Dr. Zoe Bernatsky SSMI 
https://eeparchy.com/2021/02/18/lenten-webinar-series/ 
    Email education@edmontoneparchy.com if you have questions.  

Lector Formation - If you are interested in serving as a lector or 
learning more about your faith, reach out to either Sr. Zoe 
(780-435-4441) or the parish office to help you get started. 
Newman College offers several courses online. For lectors, the 
program explores various parts of the Bible, the Mysteries 
(Sacraments), as well, basic theology.  
Three different courses will be offered starting April 5, 2021. 



Sorokousty 2021 – Our Sorokousty services are usually held at 
7pm on Fridays during the Great Fast. There will not be Sorokousty 
on March 26 (Lenten Mission), nor April 2 (Good Friday).  
There are three services remaining: Friday, March 19; 
Wednesday, March 24; and Wednesday, March 31. The Divine 
Liturgy and Parastas will be celebrated in memory of the 
deceased family members whose names are requested. Please 
submit your new names or renew your family request by using 
a Sorokousty envelope, or through our online form: 
https://tinyurl.com/Sorokousty2021  

St. Basil Lenten Mission – You are invited to participate in our 
parish’s Lenten Mission on March 25, 26, and 27. A Rosary 
begins at 6:30pm on each date, followed at 7pm by a Divine 
Liturgy. This year our mission will be available online and  
in-person. There will not be any fellowship following the 
presentation per Covid protocols. 
His Grace Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM is our 2021 presenter 
who will be delivering his message from Stamford, CT. 

 
Akathistos Saturday 

“Rejoice, O Mother of the Never-setting Star! Rejoice,  
O Salvation of my soul! Rejoice, O Bride Ever-Virgin!” 

-Akathistos to the Mother of God 
 On the fifth Saturday of the Great Fast our Eastern Church 
has a special service in honour of the most Pure Virgin Mary. This 
service, which is celebrated only in the Eastern Church, is called 
akathistos, a Greek word meaning “not sitting”. Hence, the name 
Akathistos Saturday. 
 Akathistos Saturday, like the Sunday of Orthodoxy, bears no 
relation to the Great Fast. It occurs during that time because of 
historical tradition and practice of the Church. During the Matins 
service of this Saturday the entire akathistos of the Annunciation 
of the most Holy Mother of God is sung. This akathistos can be 
called the symbol and crown of the sublime cult of the Mother of 
God in the Eastern Church. For this reason, it deserves special 
attention. 
 This service will be celebrated on Saturday, March 20 at 6pm 
prior to the Divine Liturgy. It will not be available online, but you 
are welcome to register to attend in-person. 
  



Notable Upcoming Church Services 
Unless otherwise noted, a 7am Divine Liturgy is celebrated  

Monday through Saturday, inclusive 
Saturday, March 20: Akathist Saturday  OFFICE IS CLOSED 

6 pm – Akathistos 
7 pm – Divine Liturgy 

Sunday, March 21: 5th Sunday of the Great Fast OFFICE IS CLOSED 
8:30/9:00 am – Rosary/Divine Liturgy 
10:30/11:00 am  –  Rosary/Divine Liturgy (livestreamed) 
6:30/7:00 pm - Rosary/Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday, March 24 
7pm – Divine Liturgy & Sorokousty 

Thursday, March 25: Annunciation of Our Lord OFFICE IS CLOSED 
No 7am Divine Liturgy this day 

10 am – Divine Liturgy (livestreamed) 
6:30 pm - Rosary 
7 pm - Divine Liturgy then Mission Reflection #1 (livestreamed) 

Friday, March 26:  
6:30 pm - Rosary 
7 pm - Divine Liturgy then Mission Reflection #2 (livestreamed) 

Saturday, March 27:  OFFICE IS CLOSED 
6:30 pm - Rosary 
7 pm - Divine Liturgy then Mission Reflection #3 (livestreamed) 

Lenten Mission Conclusion 
Sunday, March 28: Palm Sunday  OFFICE IS CLOSED 

8:30/9:00 am – Rosary/Divine Liturgy 
10:30/11:00 am  –  Rosary/Divine Liturgy (livestreamed) 
6:30/7:00 pm - Rosary/Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday, March 31 
7pm – Divine Liturgy & Sorokousty 

Thursday, April 1: Holy Thursday 
4 pm – Virtual Camp St. Basil (Register by March 25) 
7 pm – Passion Matins (Reading of the Twelve Gospels) (livestreamed) 

Friday, April 2: Good Friday OFFICE IS CLOSED 
No 7am Divine Liturgy this day 

1 pm – Vespers – Exposition of the Holy Shroud (livestreamed) 
following – Online Plaschanytsa Adoration (livestream only) 

4 pm – Virtual Camp St. Basil (Register by March 25) 
7 pm – Jerusalem Matins (livestreamed) 

Holy Week schedule continues … 



 

Saturday, April 3: Holy Saturday  OFFICE IS CLOSED 
**Information on basket blessing yet to come** 

10 am - Divine Liturgy (livestreamed) 
4 pm – Virtual Camp St. Basil (Register by March 25) 
5 pm – Nadhrobna (Service at the Tomb) 

Sunday, April 4: Pascha / Easter Sunday  OFFICE IS CLOSED 
7 am – Resurrection Matins, followed by Divine Liturgy (livestreamed) 
10:30 am – Divine Liturgy  

Monday, April 5: Easter Monday OFFICE IS CLOSED 
No 7am Divine Liturgy this day 

8 am - Resurrection Matins 
9 am - Divine Liturgy  
1 pm – Virtual Camp St. Basil (Register by March 25) 

Tuesday, April 6: Easter Tuesday 
No 7am Divine Liturgy this day 

8 am – Resurrection Matins 
9 am – Divine Liturgy 

Registration is now open for all services posted above  
All services are available to attend in-person (except for  

‘Virtual Camp St. Basil’ and ‘Online Plaschanytsa Adoration’) 
Online Registration for March 20 – March 28 

https://tinyurl.com/RegisterMarch2021 

We are anticipating having Easter Basket blessings, but the  
details are still being ironed out throughout the eparchy.  

Your patience is appreciated. 

We kindly ask that visitors to our church consider fulfilling  
their Easter Sunday obligation at their home parish. Of course,  

we will always welcome our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC RADIO HOUR “VECHIRNYA HODYNA” on 
World FM 101.7: Every Sunday evening from 6 to 7 PM, or 
on the Internet at WorldFM.ca. Anyone interested in 
sponsoring a program, or portion of the program, in honour of 
a birthday, an anniversary, in memory of a loved one, or any 
other special event? Cost for one-half hour is $175.00. Please 
make cheques payable to: Basilian Fathers Radio Account - 
income tax receipts will be issued. 

 



Divine Liturgy Books - If you wish to purchase a copy of “The 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom”, the liturgy book normally 
found in the pews, we have copies available to be purchased for 
your own domestic church! They are available at $10 each. 

E-transfer Donations – St. Basil Parish is able to accept donations 
through your online banking! The email address to send funds 
is: donationstbasilchurch@gmail.com 
If you are prompted to provide a security question, check again 
the spelling of the address. Please use this method for only 
Parish donation purposes. 

Basilian Fathers Stipends/Donations – At this time, we do not 
have a method to accept electronic monies specifically for the 
Basilian Fathers. If you wish to submit a stipend (eg. Divine 
Liturgies; Sorokousty); pay for a purchase or certificate; or 
make a donation to the Basilian Fathers, we ask that you use 
cash or issue a cheque. 

40 Days for Life – If you are interested in praying near the 
abortion clinic (outside the 50m bubble zone), please visit 
https://www.40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/edmonton/  

Today’s Pro-Life Intention - Lord, in this Lenten season, 
strengthen and renew our commitment to be the People of Life. 

Fourth Sunday of Great Lent  
 Commemoration of St. John Climacus (St. John of the Ladder) 
An excerpt from ‘A Paschal Pilgrimage’ by Bishop Basil H. Losten 

Saint John, Abbot of the Monastery of Saint Catherine, on 
Mount Sinai, who died in 603 AD, wrote an ascetic book called The 
Ladder of Divine Ascent.  This book became one of the greatest 
classics of Christian spirituality.   While the Ladder is definitely an 
important work of the Eastern Christian tradition, it is by no means 
confined to the East.  The Western Church also knows and honors 
this book.  In the same way, while Saint John, who wrote the Ladder, 
was an abbot and a great master of the monastic life, his book is 
not just for monks and nuns! 

As St. John Paul II has written:  “I will look to monasticism in 
order to identify those values which I feel are very important today 
for expressing the contribution of the Christian East to the journey 
of Christ’s Church towards the Kingdom.  While these aspects are 
at times neither exclusive to monasticism nor to the Eastern 
heritage they have frequently acquired a particular connotation in 
themselves.  Besides, we are not seeking to make the most of 



exclusivity, but of the mutual enrichment in what the one Spirit has 
inspired in the one Church of Christ.  

“Monasticism has always been the very soul of the Eastern 
Churches:  the first Christian monks were born in the East and the 
monastic life was an integral part of the Eastern lumen passed on 
to the West by the great Fathers of the undivided Church.” 

Saint John is one of the greatest of these Fathers.  And his 
writings, like all good spiritual and ascetical writings, should move 
us to improve our Christian lives.  It is impossible to be “static” in 
our Christian practice; either we ascend further towards God, or we 
fall back, we fall away. 
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To place an order/inquire call 780.434.4288 
Wednesday to Saturday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Facebook message us anytime

Order pick up Thursday, April 1st 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Easter Basket (4 ppl)
- 4 boiled eggs
- 1 medium Babka
- 1 medium Paska
- 1 ring of Widynowski's ham sausage
- 1 roast pork tenderloin
- 2 x 4 oz cottage cheese
- 2 x 4 oz beets with horseradish
- 1 stalk of green onion
- 1 butter lamb

With basket - $65   Without basket - $55

Easter Basket Contents
Butter Lamb.......................................$10  Roast Pork Tenderloin...................$15
Medium Paska..................................$7   Small Ham...........................................$12
Medium Babka.................................$7   Widynowski's Ham Sausage........$15
Cottage Cheese (250ml)..................$5   Widynowski's Garlic Sausage......$10
Beets with horseradish (250ml)....$5

Easter
Food Menu 



 


