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Christ the King: Who Really Rules Our Hearts?

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ! In 1925, Pope Pius XI estab-
lished the Feast of Christ the King to remind a troubled world
that no earthly ruler, political system, or human authority
stands above Jesus Christ. Although this feast originated in the
Western Church, the mystery of Christ’s Kingship is deeply
rooted in our Byzantine spiritual and liturgical tradition. Every
time we celebrate the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom,
the priest begins with the powerful proclamation: “Blessed is the
Kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever and ever.” Notice something beautiful: we do
not begin by asking God to establish His Kingdom someday. We
proclaim that His Kingdom is already present among us! When
we enter the church, we are invited to leave behind the noise
and distractions of the world and stand before the throne of the
heavenly King. But here is a question worth asking ourselves: If
we acknowledge Christ as King every Sunday, why do we so
often live as though we are the rulers of our own lives?

In our beautiful Byzantine churches, we see the icon of Christ
Pantocrator, Christ the Almighty, the Ruler of All. He holds the
Book of the Gospels and raises His hand in blessing. His gaze
reminds us that nothing in our lives is hidden from Him. During
the Divine Liturgy, we sing the Cherubic Hymn: “Let us set aside
all the cares of life, that we may receive the King of all.” These
words are not simply beautiful poetry. They are a spiritual chal-
lenge! We are being asked to set aside our pride, selfishness,
anger, and attachments so that Christ may truly reign within us.
Yet how often do we sing these sacred words while continuing to
hold tightly to the very things that separate us from God? We
bow before His holy icons, but do we bow before His teachings?
We kiss the Gospel Book, but do we allow the Gospel to change




our decisions? We proclaim Him King with our lips, but does He
truly govern our hearts?

The deepest revelation of Christ’s Kingship comes not from an
earthly throne but from the mystery of His Holy Cross. During
the solemn services of Great and Holy Friday, our Byzantine
Church sings: “Today He who hung the earth upon the waters is
hung upon a tree.” What a breathtaking mystery! The One who
created the universe allows Himself to be nailed to the Cross.
The King of Glory wears a crown of thorns. The One who pos-
sesses all power chooses humility, suffering, and sacrificial love.
Earthly rulers often demonstrate their power by commanding
others, but Christ reveals His divine power by giving Himself
completely for others. This is the King we worship! And every
Divine Liturgy brings us into communion with His saving sacri-
fice and Resurrection. When we approach the Holy Eucharist,
we receive not merely a symbol of His Kingdom, but Christ
Himself, the living King. Yet we must ask ourselves: Are we
willing to receive His authority over our lives as eagerly as we
receive His blessings? For we cannot truly welcome Christ into
our hearts while deliberately refusing to follow His command-
ments.

Our Byzantine spirituality teaches us that the Kingdom of God
must begin with the transformation of the human heart. During
Great Lent, through prayer, fasting, repentance, and the Prayer
of Saint Ephrem, we ask God to free us from spiritual laziness,
pride, and the desire to control others. We pray instead for hu-
mility, patience, and love. Why? Because the greatest battle for
Christ’s Kingdom takes place within our own souls. Every time
we refuse to forgive, every time we judge another person, every
time we place our desires above God’s commandments, we resist
the reign of Christ. We cannot sincerely pray “Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done” and then insist that everything must
happen according to our own will. And we cannot repeatedly




sing “Lord, have mercy” while refusing to show mercy to
someone who has hurt us. Our beautiful liturgical traditions are
meant to lead us toward holiness, not merely preserve religious
customs. The question is not simply whether we attend the
Divine Liturgy, but whether the Divine Liturgy transforms the
way we live.

For us as Ukrainian Catholics, the Kingship of Christ carries a
particularly powerful message in a world wounded by war, in-
justice, violence, and human suffering. Our people know the
pain caused when earthly powers place themselves above God’s
commandments and disregard the dignity of human life. Yet
every Sunday, in the Great Litany, we pray “For peace from on
high and for the salvation of our souls” and “For the peace of the
whole world.” These are not empty words. They remind us that
Christ’s Kingdom is a Kingdom of truth, justice, mercy, and
peace. No earthly empire lasts forever, and no human ruler pos-
sesses absolute authority. Only Christ is eternal. But believing
this must change how we respond to suffering. When we pray
for Ukraine, for our soldiers, for grieving families, for prisoners,
and for those displaced by war, we must also ask how we our-
selves can become instruments of Christ’s peace. We cannot
claim to belong to the Kingdom of Christ while allowing hatred,
revenge, indifference, or cruelty to become kings over our
hearts. The Kingdom of Christ must be visible not only in our
churches, but in our homes, our families, our communities, and
in the way we treat the most vulnerable among us.

Finally, dear brothers and sisters, every Divine Liturgy directs
our hearts toward the glorious Kingdom that will be fully re-
vealed when Christ comes again. In the Nicene Creed, we pro-
claim: “He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and His Kingdom will have no end.” One day, we will stand
before the King whose holy icon we venerate, whose Gospel we
hear, and whose Precious Body and Blood we receive. On that




day, our titles, possessions, achievements, and earthly recogni-
tion will mean very little. What will matter is whether we
allowed His love to transform us. Did we forgive? Did we serve?
Did we defend the dignity of others? Did we remain faithful
when following Christ demanded sacrifice? At the end of the
Divine Liturgy, the priest sends us forth with the words, “Let us
depart in peace.” We are not being sent away from God’s
Kingdom; we are being sent into the world to bear witness to it.
Christ is already the King of the universe. But is He truly the
King of your heart? That is the question this feast places before
each one of us. May we never be satisfied merely with calling
Jesus our King. May we have the courage, humility, and faith to
let Him reign in every part of our lives, so that through us His
Kingdom may become visible in the world. To Him be glory,
honour, and worship, now and forever and ever. Amen.

Xpucroc Ilap — XTo HacupaB/i IIaHy€ B HAIIIOMY
cepiri?

JAopori y Xpucti 6paTth i cectpu! V 1925 porri ITama ITi#t XI BcTta-
HOBHB CBATO XpucTa Ilaps, 1m06 HarafaTy CBITOBI, SKHUU Iiepe-
JKHBaB BeJIUKI IIOTPSICIHHA, IJ0 »KOJHA 3eMHa BJlaJla He CTOITh
BUIIle Bif Bora. Xoua Ije cBATO BUHUKJIO B 3axigHiil IlepKsi,
IpaBza IIpo Xpucra sk llaps 3atimae ocobJyiBe Miclie i B Halllid
BisaHTIUCHKIU Tpamuliii. KokHy bokecTBeHHY JIiTyprito cBg-
IIIeHHUK PpOo3IloUurMHae CcjoBaMU: «bjarocjioBeHHe IlapcTBo
Otrg, i CuHa, 1 CBgaroro /lyxa, HUHI i IOBCIKYac, i Ha BIKHA
BiyHi». 3BepHIMO yBary: Md He roBopuMo I1po Boxke ITapcTBO
Jaie K IIpO IMOCh Jajieke, IO KOJIKUCh HacTaHe. Mwu
IIPOTOJIOIIYEMO, 1110 BOHO ByKe IIPUCYTHE cepe[ Hac. [Ipuxonauu
[0 Xpamy, MU cTaeMo nepes I'ocriogoM, Axkui e IJapeMm Heba i
3eMJIi. AJle TYT BapTO 3alMUTaTH cebe: SKIIO IJOHELUII MU
BU3HaeMO Xpucta cBoiM IlapeM, TO YoMy TaK 4acTO >KHBEMO
TaK, HiOM caMi € TOCIIOapsAMHU CBOTO YKUTTH?




Y HallMX XpaMax MH 6auuMo ikoHy XpucTta Bcemeprkutess. B
OJHIN pyLi BiH Tpumae €BaHresIie, a Pyror 6J1aroc/JIoBJIsIe Hac.
Horo morssix Haragye, 1o I'ocrogh 6audTh He JIMIIe HAImi
BUMHKH, a H Te, I[0 BifidyBaeThbcsd B HalloMmy ceplii. ITig dac
XepyBHUMCBHKOIL ITiCHI MM CIIiBaeMO: «BCAKYy HUHI >KUTEHCHKY
BifikIagiM medasnb, 1106 i Ilapsg BCix MU IOpUAHAIW». SKi
IJIMOO0KiI coBa! AJie 4yM cIIpaBJi MM TOTOBi BiJIKJIaCTH CBOIXO
ropAicTh, 06pasy, I'HiB i 6a’kaHHs 3aBXKIU MaTU paliito? Mu
II060’KHO CXWJIZEMO TOJIOBU Ilepe]; iKoHaMH|, ITiyeMo CBsTe
€BaHresie, MoMocg i criBaeMo. I Bce 11e gobpe. Ajie 4u
JI03BOJIIEMO bBo)KOMy C/I0BY 3MIiHIOBATHM Hallle >KATTA? Ym
IIPHUCIYXaEMOCS /[0 XpHcTa, KoM Moro Hayka He 36iraerbcs 3
HaIllUMU 6a)kaHHAMU? Bo Bu3HaTH XpwucTa IlapeM Ha c/IOBax
HabaraTo JIeTIle, HXK [03BOJUTH KoMy KepyBaTH HalluM
ceprieM.

HamnoBHine Xpucroc BifkpuBae CBOI IapChKy BeJIMY He Ha
30JI0TOMY IIpecToJsIi, a Ha XpecTi. YV BeJMKy IUITHUII0 Hallla
LepkBa criBae: «ChorofHi BUCUTHL Ha JepeBi Toi, XTo oBicUB
3eMJII0 Ha Bojax». BoymariMocs B 11i ciioBa! Toi, XToO CTBOPUB
yBechb CBIT, [03BoJige Ipubutu Cebe 1o xpecta. Ilap ciaBu
IIpU¥iMae TepHOBUU BiHellb. BceMoryTHi bor mo6poBiJIbLHO
Bifmae CBOe )KUTTS 3apajy HAIlOro CIlaciHHA. 3eMHi BoJiogapi
YacTo II0Kas3ylTh CBOI CHUJIY Uepe3 BjaAy HaJ IHIIUMH, a
XpucToc 1mokasye CBoro CHIIy yepes Jir000B, CMUPEHHS i )KEPTBY.
Ocp axuit Hait [ap! I KoskHOT0 pasy, KOJIH MU IIPUCTYIAEMO [0
Cssitoro Ilpuuactd, Mu npuriMaemo CaMmoro Xpucra. Aje 3allu-
TaiMo ce6e: UM TOTOBI MU IpUIAMAaTH He JHile Moro 6arocio-
BeHHs, ajie ¥ Moro Bojxo? Apke He MOKHA INHUPO IPHUAMATH
Xpucra y CBATIiA €BXapHCTil, a BOJHOYAC CBiZJOMO BiIKHUIaTH
HMoro 3amoBizi y 10 eHHOMY >KHTTI.

Haila cxigHa [OyXOBHa TpaluIlii BUUTH, 10 boke ILlapcTBo
IIOBMHHO HacaMIlepey, 3allaHyBaTH B JIIOLCbKOMY cepiti. ITig gac
BeJIMKOTO IIOCTY MM MOJIMMOCS MOJIMTBOIO CBATOro €dpema




CupiiicbKoro, 1pocsguu I'ociofa BU3BOJIUTH HAC Bifl JIIHUBCTBA,
TOp/0CTi, BJIAJOJIOOCTBA Ta OCYIpKeHHS iHMMX. HaToMicTb
IIPOCHMO [yXa IIOKOPH, TepIleJIUBOCTI U Jir060Bi. YoMy Ie Tak
Bak/MBO? bo Harbisblia 6GopoTbba 3a Boske IlapcTBo
BifOyBaeTbCs He Jlech Jajieko, a BCepeJuHi KOXKHOIo 3 Hac.
Ko He X04eMO IIPOCTUTH, KOJIU OCYIKYEMO OJIMYKHBOTO0, KOJIH
CTaBUMO BJlacHIi 6a)kaHHs BHINe Bo)koi BoJIi, Toai MM caMi He
Jl03BOJIIEMO XPHCTOBI ITaproBaTU B HAIIOMY KUTTi. MU I0THS
MosiuMocs: «Hexay mpuise IapctBo TBoe, Hexall 6yjne BOJIS
TBosi». Ajle ud He OyBae Tak, 10 HacCIpaBJi X04eMO CKa3aTH:
«'ocriogy, Hexaul Oyze Mos Bossi»? MM 6araTo pasiB cITiBaemo
«'ocIioiy, IOMIJIYH», ajle Y BMieMO caMi 6yTH MUJIOCEPIHU-
Mu? Hariri 60roc/ay>KiHHsI, MOJIMTBU M TYXOBHI TpaguIlii MarOTh
He JIMIIIe IIPUKpaIlaTy Hallle IlepKOBHE YKUTTS, ajie Ilepeaycim
3MiHIOBAaTH Hac. Ba)K/IMBO He TiJIBKU Te, 1110 MU IIPUXO0IMMO Ha
Jliryprito, a ¥ Te, AKAMHU JIIOAbMH IIOBEPTAEMOCI 3 XpaMy

TOZOMY.

Juig  Hac, yKpalHIiB, o0cC00JIMBO CBHOTOAHI, KOJH Halla
BaTbKiBIIIMHA CcTpa)kae Bif, BiliHY, IpaBja mpo Xpucra Ilaps
Mae 0cobJIMBe 3HaueHHs. MU 106pe 3HaEMO, CKIJIbKU TOPs IIPH-
HOCUTH BJIaJla, dKa He IMaHye Bo)KHX 3amoBifeit i JIr0ACHKOI0
JKATTA. IcTOpist BUUTE HAC, 1110 iMIlepil BUHUKaIOTh i SHUKAKTh,
3eMHI IIpaBUTeJi IIPUXOJATH 1 BiAXOAAThH, ajie XPUCTOBE
[MapcTBO 3asMINAEThCI HaBiKM. Ha KOXXHIU BoykeCTBeHHINU
JiTyprii MH MOJIMMOCSI «3a MHpP 3 BHCOT 1 CIIaCiHHA [IyIl
HalllUX», «3a MUP YChOIr'0 CBiTYy». AJie IIi CcJIOBa IIOBUHHI 3HAXO-
OUTH IPOLOBYKEHHS B HAIIIOMY >KUTTI. MoJsiI4uch 3a VKpaiHy,
3a HalllUX BOIHIB, 3a IIOpaHEHUX, II0JIOHEHUX, 3a POLHHHU, AKi
BTPaTUJIM CBOIX OJIM3bKUX, MU IIOKJIMKaHI He JIHIIe IIPOCUTH
bora ripo mup, a ¥ caMi 6yTH Jr0ApMHU MUpPY. [le He 03HavYae MU-
PUTHCA 3 HeCHpaBeJ/IUBICTIO YW MOBYATH IIepe] 3JIOM.
HaBriaky, XpUCTOC 3aK/IMKae HAaC 3aXUINATH IIpaBAy, JIOACHEKY
TigHICTE 1 THX, XTO CTpa’kgae. Ase BogHodac BiH 3acTepirae,



11106 HEeHaBUCTh He 3aBOJIOJJIa HAIIUM ceplieM. Bo He MO)KHa
oymyBaTd XpucToBe IlapcTBO, [103BOJISIIOUM 3JIy TIaHYBaTH
BcepenquHi Hac. boke IJapcTBO IMOBUHHO OyTH IIOMITHHM He
JIMIIIe B HAIIKX XpaMax, a ¥ y HallluX PofgUHaX, Y CTaBJIeHHI /10
OJIMDKHIX, Y Halllili 7,006p0Ti, 4eCHOCTi Ta TOTOBHOCTI JOIIOMOTTH.

I mapemri, mopori 6paTH i cecTpu, KokHa boskecTBeHHa
JliTyprist Harazye HaM 1Ipo BiuHe IlapcTBo, sike XPHUCTOC BiIKpHE
y BCifl IIOBHOTI IIiJy 4ac CBOIr0 CJIaBHOIO JPYTOT0 IPHUIIECTS. Y
CuMBoOJII Bipu MM BU3HaeMo: «I BApyre OpHUNe 3i CIaBOIO
CYAUTH >KUBUX i MepTBHX, a Moro IlapcTBy He 6yhe KiHIIA».
KoJsiuch KOXKeH 13 Hac cTaHe Iiepes XpUCTOM. I Tozi He MaTUMe
BEJIMKOI'0 3HaUeHHs, IKY I10CaZly MU 3aliMaJlH, CKIJIbKH TPOIIei
3apobmWIM 4YM CKIJIBKH JII0Jle Hac II0BajKai. 3HAYHO
BayKJIUBIIIMM Oy/ie iHIIle: UM BMIJIM MU JIFOOUTH, IIPOITaTH, [10-
IIoMaraTH, 4Y¥ 3a/IHINaauca BipHUMHU Borosi HaBiTh TO[i, KOJIHU
1ie 0yJ10 Hesterko. HanpukiHIi JIiTyprii cBIIITeHHUK BUTOJIOIIYE:
«B Mupi BungimM». [fTuMu ciroBamMu IlepkBa Iocuiae Hac y CBiT,
11106 MU Hec/I TYLU Te, 1110 IIepeKUIn y XpaMi: BoxKy Jir060B,
MHp i MuUjIoceps. XpUcToc yoKke € llapeM ycboro BcecBiTy. Ajie
uH € Bin [Japem Moro cep1ig? Ock Haj, YUM CbOTOLHI BapTO 3a4y-
MaTHCI KOXKHOMY 3 Hac. He BucTaydae Jivilie HasuBaTH Icyca
cBoiM ITapeMm. IToTpi6HO [03BOTUTH oMy IIpOBaJUTH HAC Y LI[0-
JEeHHOMY >KUTTi, Y HAIlIUX PillleHHAX, CI0BaX i BUMHKaX. Hexai
Tocriofb JOIIOMOYKe HaM JKUTH TaK, 11106 yepe3 Hac iHIIi JIrogu
MOTIJIM BiffqyTH IIPUCYTHiCTL Moro IlapcTBa. oMy ciiaBa, 4ecThb
1 IIOKJIOHIHHSA HUHI 1 ITIOBCIKYAac, 1 Ha BIKM BiUuHi. AMiHB.




