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Saint Demetrius the Great Martyr: A
Witness of Courage and Faith
Feast Day — October 26

On October 26, our Ukrainian Catholic Church
celebrates the feast of Saint Demetrius of
Thessalonica, the Great Martyr and
Myrrh-Streamer. Born into a respected Christian
family in the third century, Demetrius grew up
during a time when following Christ could cost a
person everything. He became a high-ranking
official in the Roman Empire, but his greatest
loyalty was not to the emperor. It was to Jesus
Christ. His life reminds us that true greatness is not
measured by position, power, or wealth, but by
faithfulness to God.

When Emperor Maximian ordered the persecution
of Christians, Demetrius faced a difficult choice:
protect his position or remain faithful to his beliefs.
He chose Christ. Instead of persecuting Christians,
he openly proclaimed the Gospel and encouraged
others in their faith. For this, he was imprisoned
and eventually martyred around the year 306. Saint
Demetrius teaches us that faith requires courage,
especially when doing what is right means going
against the expectations of others.



One beautiful story from Church tradition tells us
about a young Christian named Nestor, who came
to Demetrius in prison asking for his blessing
before facing a powerful gladiator named Lyaeus.
Demetrius prayed for him, and Nestor
courageously entered the contest. This story
reminds us of the power of prayer and spiritual
encouragement. Sometimes we cannot fight
another person’s battles, but we can strengthen
them through our prayers, our words, and our trust
in God’s providence.

After his martyrdom, Saint Demetrius became
known as the protector of Thessalonica. For
centuries, pilgrims have come to his tomb, where
many miracles and healings have been attributed
to his intercession. Because fragrant myrrh was
traditionally reported to flow from his holy relics,
the Church honours him as the Myrrh-Streamer.
His veneration also spread throughout Ukraine,
where churches and monasteries were dedicated to
him. His memory reminds us that the witness of the
saints continues to inspire and strengthen the
faithful across generations.

What can Saint Demetrius teach us today? We may
never face the persecution he experienced, but
every day our faith is tested in quieter ways. Do we
have the courage to defend the truth, remain



honest when dishonesty is easier, forgive those who
hurt us, and stand beside those who are suffering?
Saint Demetrius reminds us that holiness is not
simply something we admire in the past. It is
something we are called to live today, through
everyday acts of courage, compassion, prayer, and
faithfulness to Christ.

Our parish of St. Basil the Great is especially blessed
to have a holy relic of Saint Demetrius. This is a
precious spiritual gift and a beautiful reminder of
our communion with the saints. As we celebrate his
feast on October 26, I warmly invite all our
parishioners to come to church, spend some time in
prayer, and seek his intercession for yourselves,
your families, our parish, and especially for peace
in Ukraine. May Saint Demetrius strengthen our
faith, give us courage in difficult moments, and
help us remain faithful to Christ.

Holy Great Martyr Demetrius, pray to God for us!



CBATHI BEJIMKOMYUCHHK JuMurrpiii
CONVHCHKHI — HPHKJIA MY/KHOCTI Ta
BipHOCTI XpHCTOBI

JleHb Imam’saTi — 26 >KOBTHS

26 >KOBTH4 Hallla IlepkBa BIIIaHOBYE IIaM’ITh
CBSATOTO BeJIMKOMYJYeHUKa [JUMUTPisS
CostyHCBKOTr0, MUPOTOUYHBOTIO. BiH KUB
HanpukiHIi III — Ha moyaTky [V CTOJTTS B MiCTi
CoJstyHi, Ha TepuTOpii cydyacHoi I'pertii. HapoguBcs
JAAMUTPIN Y IT000XKHIA XPUCTUAHCHKIN POIMHI 1
3MaJIKy 3pocTaB y Jirob0Bi o bora. 3rojoM BiH
II0CIB BUCOKY JepsKaBHY Iocay, aje Hi Baaja, Hi
II0YeCTi He SMOIJIM HOXUTHYTHU MOoro Bipu. V Ti
Jacu 6yTH XPUCTUSHUHOM O3Ha4aJsI0 Hapa>kaTHCS
Ha IlepecailyBaHHsd, a HEPiIKo i Ha cMepTh. Ta
AUMHUTPIN HOHAL yce JIF0OUB XPpHCTa K 3aJIUIIaBCs
Homy BipHmuM. Moro )KUTTS Harajaye HaM, 1110
CIIpaB KH BeJIMY JIIOAUHU I10JIITae He B 6araTcTBi
YU BUCOKOMY CTaHOBHIIII, a B IITUPINA Bipi, YUCTOMY
cep1ii Ta BipHOCTI borosi.

Kosx iMniepaTop MakcuMiaH HakasaB
repecyailyBaTH XpUCTUSAH, JUMUTPIN OITHMHUBCSI
repez Ba>KKUM BHOOPOM: BUKOHAaTH HaKas
iMIIepaTopa 4u IocayXaTH I'0JI0C BJIaCHOIO
cyMJIiHHA. BiH 6e3 BaraHb o6paB XpucTa. 3aMiCTh



IepecsIiiyBaTi XpUCTHSH, BIiTKPHUTO BU3HABaB
CBOI0 Bipy, ITPOIIOBilyBaB €BaHTreJIie Ta JolloMaran
IHINTKM ITisHaBaTH IIpaBAMBoro bora. 3a 11ie #ioro
YB’SISHIJIH, a 60/1U3bK0 306 POKY BiH IPHUMHSIB
MYYeHUITLKY CMepPTh. CBATUM JUMUTPIN IT0Ka3ye
HaM, II10 CIIPaB>KHS Bipa BUABJISETHCI He JIUIIE §
CJIOBaX, a HacaMIlepe[ y HalllUX BUMHKAX,
0COOJIMBO TOZI, KOJIH 3aJIUITTaTHCS BipHEM Borosi
OyBae HeJIerko.

3 JKHTIs CBATOIO J[TUMUTPIisI 3HAEMO 3BOPYIILIHBY
PO3IIOBIb IIPO MOJIOZOT0 XpUCTUIHMHA HecTopa,
SIKUH T1epe IOeAMHKOM i3 MOTYTHIM IJIaliaTOPOM
JIieM IIPHHIIOB L0 YB’I3HEHOTO0 JUMUTPis IPOCUTH
6J1aroc/JI0BeHHS Ta MOJIUTBH. CBSITHI
I106J1aT0C/I0BMB FOHAKAa, IOMOJIUBCS 3a HHOTO i
ITPOBICTHUB MOMY IIepeMOTy Ta MyUYeHHUIIbKY
cCMepTh. HecTop MY>KHEO CTaB /10 000 ¥ IIepeMir.
[Is1 ToZig Haragye HaM PO BEeJIMKY CHJIy MOJIUTBU
Ta JOBipH 1o bora. AjKe 1 y HAIllOMY >KHTTI
TPAIISIOThCS TPYAHOIL, BUIIPOOYBaHHS Ta
bopoTk0a. I 9K BaXK/IMBO TO/I MaTH IIOPYY JIFOAHHY,
sIKa HiATpHUMae JOOPUM CJI0BOM, IIOMOJIUTHCS 3a
Hac 1 10IIOMOXKe He BTpaTHUTH Haii!

ITicyits My4eHHUITbKOI CMePTi CBATUU JUMUTPIM
CTaB 0COOJIMBUM HeOeCHUM IIOKPOBUTEIeM MicTa
CoJutyHs. [lo 0ro rpoly IIPOTATOM CTOJIITh
HPUXOJUIN TUCIYI IIaJIOMHUKIB, a 3a M1OT0



MOJIMTOBHHM 3aCTYIIHUIITBOM, 3TiTHO 3
ITePKOBHHUM IIepefaHHAM, Bi0yBaJIHMCS YHCACHHI
Jyga Ta 3MiieHHs. CBATOr0 Ha3sUBaIOTh
MHPOTOUHBHUM, aJl>Ke 3 MOTr0 MOIIIeH, 3a
CBifUeHHSM [[aBHiX I[JepKOBHUX IIepeKasiB,
BHUTIKAJIO 3allalllHe MUPO. 3 TaBHiX YaciB cBITOTO
JUMHUTPIS 0COOJIMBO IIaHyBaIHX ¥ Ha YKPaiHChKUX
seMJIsIX. Ha #10ro decTh OyayBaid XpaMu H
MOHACTHPI, a 10ro iM’d HOCHUJIX KHS31 Ta IPoCTi
JIroAy. I CbOrofHI MU 3BePTAEMOCS 10 HHOTO 3
MOJIMTBOIO, Bips4H, 1110 CBITI He 3aJIMIITal0Th Hac,
aJie MOJIAThCS pas3oM i3 HaMmu 1o I'ocrofa.

A 9oro cBATHH /ITUMHUTPil MOKe HaBUUTHU HaC
CHOTO/IHI, mopori 6paTH i cectpu? Hacamriepex —
He O0SITUCS YKUTHU CBOEIO Biporo. MO>K/JIMBO, HAM He
TOBOJUTHCA 3a3HaBaTHU TAKUX IlepecyiflyBaHb, K
CBATOMY JMMUTPIiI0, ajie KOYKeH i3 Hac III0THS
IIOCTaE IIepe BHUOOPOM MixK TOGPOM i 3/10M,
IIpaB/I0I0 1 HeIIpaB/I010, JIF0O0B’I0 Ta 6aM Y KiCTIO.
Uy BUCTavae HaM BiJIBaru cKasaTH IIpaBay? Um
BMIEMO MH IIPOIIIAaTH, KOJIM HAC 00paskarTh? U
3HaXO0IMMO Yac AJI1 MOJIUTBH, 11 bora, IJIsd THUX,
XTO IIOTPeOye HaIoi ZoroMoru? CBATHHI
JAUMUTPIA Haragye HaM, 1110 CBATICTh IIOUYMHAEThCS
Yy 3BUYAMHOMY II[OIeHHOMY KUTTI — TaM, e MU
BMI€EMO JIFOOUTH, IIPOIATH, TOIIOMaraTh 1



3aJIMIIIaTHCSI BIDHUMHU XPUCTOBI HaBITh Y
HaWBakK4i XBUJIMHHU.

Jlopori mapadissHu ¥ rocti! Harra mmapagiss CBITOTO
Bacutist BeJIMKoro Mae oco6/iMBY Bo)Ky J1acky H
0J1aroc/JIOBeHHS — y HaIllOMY XpaMi 36epiraeTbcs
YaCTHHKA CBATHUX MOIIe BeJIMKOMYYeHUKa
AMUTPist COIYHCHKOT0. SIKUH 11e BeJIMKUK
OYXOBHHM cKapO 111 Hallol mapadisyibHOI
popuHu! ToMy 3 Harogu MOro CBSTA, sIKe
BifisHavaeMo 26 YKOBTHS, BiJl IITUPOTO CePIId
3aIIPOIITYI0 KOXKHOTO 3 BaC 3aBiTaTH [0 HAIIIOT'O
XpaMmy, IIOMOJIMTHCS 61JIs1 TOT0 CBSITHX MOIIIEH Ta
IIOITPOCHUTH MOJIUTOBHOTO 3aCTYITHUIITBA 3a cebe,
CBOIX [iTeH, piflHUX i OIM3HLKUX, 3a HaIlly I1apadito,
a 0COOJIMBO — 3a HalIly 6araTocTpakJaIbHy
YKpainy, 3a II 3aXMCHHUKIB Ta 3a ClIpaBeJINBUI
MuUp. IIpuHeciMo 0 cBATOro JUMHUTPIS Halli
TYpOO0TH, IepeKUBaHH4, 601l ¥ Hafil. Hexaii 3a
M0ro MoyIMTBaMU 'ociofb Japye HaM CHUJTy He
OIIyCKaTH PYK, MY>KHICTh JOJIaTH YKUTTEBIL
TPYAHOII Ta 6J1arofaTh 3aB>KAU 3aJIHIIaTUC
BIpHUMHU XPUCTOBI.

CBATUH BEeJIUKOMYYeHUKY uMuTpiro, Moy bora
3a Hac, 3a HaIlll POJMHU Ta 3a HAIIy JOPOTY
VKpainy!



